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DRAFT 
 
Brexit Article for Trade Press 
 
Have Confidence in your Country – It Is Yours Now 
 
Successful business can be defined as “a series of repetitively profitable actions”. We can define a 
company “as the sum of the individuals within it”. A definition of a CEO is “to create a dynamic and 
happy environment for those individuals within to generate a sustainable and profitable company.” 
We can apply these definitions to how our country can be. A nation is the sum of its individuals. 
National success therefore a series of repetitively prospering, dynamic, compassionate actions – at 
home and overseas. 
 
In my military and commercial careers I have travelled for 35 years. For 25 of them up to 30 
countries a year. It has been a privilege. Imagine a map of the world. Do you see land or sea? Have 
we not become a little “sea blind”? Perhaps a little distracted by one part of a world called the EU? 
 
The United Kingdom is a G5 economy, and the only country in the world to be a member of the G8, 
G20, the UN, Five Eyes, the Commonwealth and NATO. The UK is the only country to have the 
breadth of multi-lateral organisation memberships it has; indeed it helped found most of them – a P5 
Permanent Security Council member at the 193-nation UN, an N5 nuclear power, a lead member of 
the 53-nation Commonwealth, the No 2 military power in NATO (the Royal Navy exceeds the 
combined tonnage of the French, German and Italian fleets), a member of the G8 and the G20 
(comprising 85% global output, 66% global population, 75% global trade and 80% global investment), 
the No1 soft power globally and the No2 geopolitical power. One of the two “priority” nations in Five 
Eyes (USA, UK, Australia, NZ and Canada) whose members have already added defence, global 
strategy, security, trade and finance to its intelligence purpose and shaping our global approach to 
maintain the Rules-based International Order that generates our prosperity and security. We do not 
widely understand this but there is no other country which is a member of all of those organisations. 
The UK is a champion of free trade and co-founder of every institution comprising today's rules-
based order including the World Bank, the IMF, NATO and the WTO which we seem to know and the 
Five Powers Defence Agreement in Asia which we seem less familiar with. Our most special 
relationship is with the USA and a new strategic and future relationship with the EU is about to be 
made. We might find this rather exciting. 
 
EU Exit provides the opportunity for our country to re-balance our global trading and strategic 
relationships. Churchill said our place in the world was maintained by our 3 relationships with the 
USA, Europe and the Commonwealth. But in 2017 the PM sensibly added a fourth; the Rest of the 
World. We cannot possibly understand a Europe which created itself from the sadness of its   
invasions, subjugations and forced transportations; or its catholic social democratic origins. Our place 
in it was to “rescue” itself from its tragedies which we had never experienced ourselves. The PM has 
wished Europe peace, happiness and prosperity time and again. But let us never doubt this country's 
brilliance. And our brilliance will shine and illuminate Europe as it always has regardless of the form 
of its future relationship with the EU. 
 
We are at a time "in thought" now as we were in 1945. But are told that we lack "the bandwidth" to 
think, today, beyond EU Exit. Why? How dare we presume to be limited by bandwidth at a time of 
our greatest prosperity and built on the stability of our 900 years of Parliamentary institutions. How 
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in 1945, exhausted by war and at a time of genuine austerity, did we manage to create the welfare 
state, the NHS, equality for women under law at home? Whilst overseas, creating with the USA – 
today’s Rules Based International Order in the creation of the UN, the IMF, the World Bank, today’s 
Commonwealth and NATO itself? All at a time of austerity when bread itself was rationed too. For 11 
years.  Of course we can manage this issue now. 
 
So what of Her Majesty's Government and UK Business? HMG is "in front of business" for the first 
time in 25 years. More strategic thinking is being done by HMG now than at any time since the Cold 
War ended and the “miracle of the 20th century was created in the Good Friday Agreement. EU Exit is 
providing a focal point for new thought. Since 2018 we now have an Industrial Strategy, a National 
Security Strategy, a National Ship Building Strategy, a 25 year Environment Strategy, a 30 year 
Maritime Strategy, and our first national Export Strategy. It is a privilege for me to have modestly 
supported some of them across five Departments in the last year. And above all, in DIT at home and 
the FCO overseas, HMG is creating an equal partnership with UK business. I wonder whether, if we 
had done this amount of thinking twenty years ago, might we not have added 10-15% to GDP 
already? Doing the "strategic thinking" now means the UK will be years ahead of our peer competitor 
nations. 
 
We need the confidence to understand that we can think, and apply that thought too, 
That we must. And whilst EU Exit is significant, no-one is dying as its consequence and there is no 
“catastrophe” or “disaster”. Our future is bright if we have confidence. And it is for all of us in 
political and business leadership to engender confidence. Together. On EU Exit we will be the only 
country with two such Special Relationships. One with the USA, our key strategic ally and our number 
one national market – which we often forget. Another with the EU – a key trading and security one. 
The UK is the world's second largest exporter of services, its fifth largest exporter of goods and the 
fourth overall. 
 
Now look at a map of the world. Do you see sea or land? 70% of the world's population lives within 
100km of a coastline. The oceans of the world are our real "superhighway" carrying 96% of all our 
trade. The undersea network of cables that enable our internet of today reflect the 18th century 
shipping routes; the reason why the UK has the second largest concentration of data centres outside 
the USA and why a Global Britain must connect far more in the maritime domain than the 
continental. Only five countries in the twenty seven of the EU and five in the fifty three of the 
Commonwealth are landlocked. A Maritime Strategy for our Global Britain in this our maritime 
21st century. For we are all “Navalists” now. 
 
So to Government – DIT is a world class trade ministry and the GREAT Campaign the most successful 
cross-departmental achievement in Government for 25 years. UK Export Finance now deals in 
transaction values as low as £10,000 and geared to underwriting the customer, your customers, not 
only us as suppliers. I commend UK companies to meet the trade teams in your region and at our 
diplomatic posts overseas. For they are very different posts today - with trade and investment 
alongside the diplomatic. If we do not visit them today we are not "travelling well." Posts overseas 
can deliver to UK business information which they, too quickly, appoint agents for. Mapping out, for 
instance, the key contacts in state owned enterprises which are often 50% of our target customers in 
developing markets. HMG can do it better than any commercial agent and arrange first meetings too. 
Powerful support! 
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The UK wishes to work with its most important partners to remove barriers and promote 
commercial freedoms across the world. Key thinking in Government is the "Prosperity Continuum”. 
Greater prosperity at home generates greater societal cohesion and stability. Collective security 
creates global stability, global security and global prosperity as its consequence. At DFID, 
extraordinary work is being done at the Business Integrity Initiative. It builds on the Bribery Act of 
2010 since we know corruption disables relationships at home and the greatest source of poverty 
overseas.  Last week we saw the greatest strategic shift in British Defence Policy in 30 years pointing 
to permanent UK engagement from East to West to recognise the global relevance to our national 
lives. Part of this is the Defence-Diplomacy-Development trinity. Linking aid, trade and security. 
 
Global security and prosperity then is a UK national interest given our trade and inward and 
outward investments. There is no greater influence on bringing peace and stability than a nation 
which wishes to bring its peace and stability to another’s without it. This is a UK strategic imperative.  
 
But it starts with us in business, as the engine room of our economy in global trade. Working in 
equal partnership with Government as a shared and national endeavour to export. We look to 
Government to support us. But as President Kennedy once said, might now be the time when we ask 
what we can do for it? Our country has produced more Nobel prizes for science than the entire 
nation of our key competitor, which I shall not name. But its capital is Paris. 17% of every aircraft that 
flies above us is made here. Let us recognise the extraordinary work Government is doing to support 
us. And let us take this equally extraordinary opportunity Global Britain provides for national 
renewal. And support it in an equal and shared partnership. Have confidence in the brilliance, 
kindness and innovation of this - our United Kingdom. In you. 
 
For what is there to concern us about EU Exit? Is it tariffs? Rules of origin? Ease of shipments?  The 
first will not exceed 10% and its norm is 3%. Quality freight forwarders will deal with the rest for you. 
For all the economic commentary data cannot do more than suggest EU membership contributes +/-
1% to our annual GDP. Worst case “scenarios” suggest EU Exit may damage our GDP over a number 
of years by 1% annually. 4 years of sanctions against Russia cut Russia’s GDP by 6%. Are we 
suggesting EU Exit will damage us more than the combined weight of the West’s sanctions against 
Russia have? Fears of EU Exit take no account of growing UK trade with Asia, Africa, the Middle East, 
South America or the USA. 35% of the world’s economy comprises Asia-Pacific, forecast to be 50% of 
it by 2050. There is a lot of sea between us and it. In 1990 37% of the world’s population was in 
extreme poverty. Today it is 10%. By free trade and the basis for that is that sellers succeed when 
buyers see that they are “better, faster, cheaper” than the competition. The old American salesman’s 
mantra. What orders have you received from customers in the EU because you were part of it? 
Surely you won because you were all 3 of those things. If that is true why will it be different outside 
of it? 
 
It is illegal under WTO rules for the EU to restrict trade with non-EU states. The EU is not in itself a 
free market and its greatest successes are not its single market but its free trade agreements outside 
of it which the 500-member Trade Policy Group within DIT will “roll-over” to UK ones. UK business 
comprises 7,000 larger companies employing 250+, 1.4m employing 2-249 and 4m 1-person 
companies (but more accurately 1.5, normally formed by husband and wife teams but with only 1 
listed as a Director). Of the 5.4m companies 70% of them are family companies but only 10.9% of UK 
companies export at all. Only a fraction of UK companies depend on the single market for their 
business models. Those with “complex EU supply chains” gain much publicity but are we suggesting 
they are really imperilled and that they lack the ability to adapt to change? A definition of 
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intelligence itself is “the ability to adapt”. So let us in industry do that. For our future is very bright if 
we do. 
 
A definition of the role of our better politicians and our relationship with them might be one that  
recognises that each of us have our part to play in the national endeavour too, and that the election 
of our politicians does not delegate to them our own individual and societal responsibilities. Thus: 
  
“We elect our Parliamentarians to educate and lead the nation as to the national condition in a 
complex global world, to uphold our political institutions, define the vision by which our society will 
be lawfully arranged under our Parliament and from which are drawn its Ministers for our 
Government to deliver the faith and hope for a prosperous and secure national future that is ours 
to make with them and to act together with our most allied partners to influence global affairs and 
ensure a lawful international order that enables its global stability and prosperity which is in our 
national interest.”  
 
Recognising that it is unfashionable, I offer the following “few” who are doing this: the Prime 
Minister who gave us “Global Britain”, “the British Dream” and the resolution that our future will be 
assured by staying faithful to the referendum; the Foreign Secretary who sees one role for our 
country as being the “invisible thread joining the democracies of the world”, the Defence Secretary 
who on Monday said, “Brexit has brought us to… a great moment in our history... for UK defence in 
a... global age... an unparalleled opportunity to consider how we can project and maximise our 
influence around the world… It is up to all of us from here on in to make sure that our great nation 
seizes and grasps the opportunity... with both hands;” and our International Trade Secretary who 
repeatedly reminds us of the “prosperity continuum” by which our prosperity generates our social 
cohesion and stability, but that it is dependent on our creating global security and global stability so 
that both reinforce our own. 
 
At a time of great import, we need to calculate the risks and imperatives. The numbers are 
exceptionally clear and bright in “risk-analysis” terms. No-one is dying because of EU Exit. No-one is 
being physically harmed. No-one is being imperilled at all. Our Parliamentary institutions are 
managing the “risk” against social failure. Our stability is high. Throughout our 900 years, we have 
faced far greater perils than in this moment, and each has shed light upon our future path. The 
adverse condition that some describe our current position to be is being contained within the 
institutions we have.  Our institutions are delivering stability. Even enabling the Governor of the Bank 
of England to now speak of EU Exit being a UK opportunity towards a “new global order of 
international co-operation and cross-border commerce”.  The politics of EU Exit will be clear within 
the next 30 days. We should be patient. Our future is utterly bright. If mathematics is the language of 
our universe and an equation comprises two parts joined by the equals sign, then this moment of 
concern over EU Exit, for it is only a moment, whichever way any of us voted, equals light. 
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